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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
GVSU presents first 40-year service awards 
Each year, Grand Valley presents awards to 
faculty and staff who have reached landmark 
service anniversaries with the university. This 
year, the university reaches a new milestone. 
For the first time in its history, Grand Valley 
will present awards to employees with 40 
years of service. 
The three honorees , John Scherff, Carl Bajema 
and Don VanderJagt, came to Grand Valley in 
1964 - the second year the institution was 
open to students. 
Scherff is Grand Valley's longest-serving 
employee. He started as a groundskeeper and 
is now maintenance supervisor and project 
manager. He spearheaded the Plant Services 
Personnel Scholarship fund, which helps 
Grand Valley's facilities workers send their 
children to college. He is a native of the 
Netherlands and serves on Coopersville City 
Council. 
Bajema is a biology professor who studies 
evolution and the environment. His current 
research focuses largely on environmental his-
tory. Bajema enjoys field work and creates 
GPS maps of the abandoned sites of logging 
dams , lumber camps, sawmills and the routes 
of the thou-
sands of miles 
of logging 
railroads that 
penetrated the 
forests of 
Michigan. He 
spends much 
time searching 
the microfilm 
of old news-
papers pub-
li shed before 
1931 to obtain 
news accounts 
John Scherff 
relating to environmental history of Michigan 
and the Grand River valley. In the process , he 
amassed one of the greatest archives of 
African-American history in the nation. 
VanderJagt is a mathematics professor who 
came to Grand Valley after teaching for two 
years at Central College in Pella, Iowa. During 
his tenure at Grand Valley, he spent 25 years 
as Chair of the Mathematics and Computer 
Science Department. He continues to be active 
with his research in graph theory and received 
the University Service Award recently. He is 
currently the institutional representative to the 
Carl Bajema Don VanderJagt 
NCAA, serving as Grand Valley's Faculty 
Athletic Representative. He served for 24 
years on the Jenison Public Schools Board of 
Education. 
The awards will be presented during the 
Service Award and Holiday Gathering. All fac-
ulty and staff members are invited to attend 
the event, scheduled from 3-5 p.m. on 
Thursday, December 9, in the Grand River 
Room of the Kirkhof Center. Along with the 
40-year honors , awards will be presented to 
faculty and staff members with 10, 20, 25 , 30, 
and 35 years of service with Grand Valley. 
···--------------------------
Across Campus 
Grand Valley architect delivers 
academic lecture 
His work has had a significant impact on the fabric of West Michigan . He 
has worked with his clients to create places that will forever impact the 
Grand Rapids and West Michigan areas. Ohlman's hallmark designs 
include Grand Valley 's De Vos Center and Cook-De Vos Center for Health 
Sciences. An architect with special expertise in programming and design , 
Ohlman has also worked on the Pew Campus master plan , Calder Art 
Center and the Padnos Hall of Science. 
Vern C. Ohlman , the architect who 
designed many of the most prominent 
buildings on Grand Valley 's campuses, will 
deliver an academic lecture Monday, 
December 6 at 3 p .m. in the Cook-DeWitt 
Center. Ohlman will also be the commence-
ment speaker on December 11 , when he 
will also be awarded an honorary degree. 
Ohlman is the Chairman of the Board of 
Design Plus and also its senior designer. He 
has designed many of the firm's projects since 
founding the company in 1979, including 
many buildings on Grand Valley's campuses. 
GRANDVALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Vern C. Ohlman 
Ohlman is also credited with helping in the revitalization of downtown 
Holland, the Ionia Street Landing Area and Millennium Park. 
He has served as president of the Grand Valley Chapter of the American 
Institute of Architects and earned the organization's prestigious "Lifetime 
Achievement Award." Ohlman graduated from Ferris State University in 
1963 and is licensed to practice architecture in Michigan, Wisconsin and 
Indiana. He has designed projects throughout the United States and Europe. 
continued on page 3 
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What's Ahead 
Women's Center sponsors 
holiday .boutique 
The seminars will be from 9-10 a.m. for AP and COT staff and from 10-11 
a.m. for faculty. The seminars will include a review of grant opportunities 
through Padnos International Center and other international organizations, 
discussion of project feasibility and expectations for grant proposals , an 
opportunity to talk with former participants and review successful past 
proposals, and how to secure support for a project. 
Global Girlfriend ,-a" unique fair-trade boutique, will be selling hand-
crafted gifts and goods made by women's non-profit groups from around 
the world. The items will be available in the Kirkhof Center from 
December 6-8 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. and in the De Vos Center on December 
9. Fifteen percent of the proceeds will benefit Grand Rapids Opportunities 
for Women, a local nonprofit organization which provides women with 
opportunities to develop skills and acquire the knowledge needed to 
achieve economic security through self-employment . 
For more information , contact Rebecca Hambleton at hambletr@gvsu.edu 
or Mark Schaub at schaubm@gvsu.edu or call x13898. 
Business roundtable for managers 
PIC holds International Grant Seminars The Seidman College of Business Alumni Association is hosting a business roundtable discussion over lunch for mid- and upper-level managers on 
December 8 from 11:30 a.m . to 1:30 p.m. Session topics include 
"Sustainable Pathways of Progress for Businesses, Universities , and 
Cities" and "Public/Private Partnerships and Tax Incentives for 
The Padnos International Center will hold a pair of grant information 
seminars on December 16. The goal of the seminars is to provide guid-
ance to faculty and staff that are interested in exploring a grant project 
through one of GVSU's international partnerships or other international 
venue . 
Community and Economic Development." The event will be held at the 
De Vos Center in Grand Rapids . Registration is $35. To make reservations, 
call xl 7100 or e-mail busalumn@gvsu.edu. 
FORUM 
Volume 29, Number 19 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every Monday 
when classes are in session and biweekly 
during the summer. The submission deadline is 
Tuesday noon . Send publication items to 
Michele Coffill, editor, c/o forum@gvsu.edu. 
Telephone: 616-331-2221. Fax : 616-331 -2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submiss ion form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/onl ine/forum/form .html . 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily onl ine pub-
lication, on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
···---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Kathryn Remlinger , assoicate professor of English, 
was interviewed by the Los Angeles Times on 
dialects in the Upper Peninsula. 
Jeanine Biese, assistant professor of occupational 
therapy, appeared on the WGVU-TV live half hour 
televison program, "Ask the Doctor." She appeared 
with Dr. Condit and answered "call-in" questions 
regarding hand injuries and conditions . 
Richard Rediske , senior program manager of the 
Annis Water Resources Institute, was interviewed by 
the Muskegon Chronicle on a toxic mud spurs study 
being conducted by a team of scientists from the 
Annis Water Resources Institute. 
Chris Plouff, director of career services, was 
interviewed by Newhouse News Service on 
perfecting resumes. 
Wolfgang Friedlmeier, assistant professor of psy-
chology, was interviewed by the Holland Sentinel on 
the positive affects of studying and traveling abroad. 
Nancy Boese, Michigan Small Business & 
Technology Development Center Region 7 director, 
was interviewed by the Grand Rapids Business 
Journal on the programs offered for people starting a 
business. 
Carol Lopucki , state director of the Michigan Small 
Business & Technology Development Center , was 
interviewed by the Grand Rapids Business Journal 
on strengthening the Small Business and Technology 
Development Center's small business base. 
Matt Wynenken, associate professor of 
mathematics, was interviewed by the Grand Valley 
Advance on GVSU students directing a math event 
for Jenison Elementary students. 
Hugh Jack , manufacturing and mechanical 
engineering graduate program chair, was interveiwed 
by the Grand Rapids Press on the importance and 
process of a robot building assignment done by 
engineering students at Grand Valley. 
Matt Cooper, scientific technician at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute , was interviewed by the 
Grand Valley Advance on a bog located in Marne, 
Michigan. 
Been interviewed by a reporter? E-mail a "Sketch" 
to the Forum,forum@gvsu.edu. 
Sketches 
Carol Lopucki , state director of the Michigan Small 
Business & Technology Development Center, was 
named to the Association of Small Business 
Development Centers board of directors. 
While in Nepal on a Fulbright Fellowship, Helen 
Westra, associate professor of English, worked with 
professors at Tribhuven University, Kirtipur, on 
developing an interdisciplinary program in American 
Studies; presented workshops in Pekara on teaching 
American Literature in their new M.A. in English; 
and lectured in Kathmandu on "Modem Poetry in 
America and Nepal" for the national Poetry Forum 
of Nepal. 
William J. Neal, professor of geology, co-authored 
an article, titled "After the storms: Geologists look at 
Coastal Zone Building," published in the 
Architectural Record. 
Natalia Gomez, assistant professor of modern lan-
guages and literatures, presented a paper, titled 
"Fantasy and Reconstruction of the Ideal Woman in 
Marcela Serrano's Nosotras que nos queremos 
tanto," at the XXV Simposio Internacional held in 
California State University, Northridge . 
Zulema Moret , assistant professor of modern lan-
guages and literatures, presented a paper, titled 
"Transatlantic Rythems or the 'Sause of Life ' in the 
novel Salsa by Clara Obligado ," at the XXV 
International Symposium in California State 
University, Northridge . 
Across Campus 
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Faculty and Staff honored at annual 
holiday gathering 
Faculty and staff members will be honored for their years of service to 
Grand Valley at the annual Service Award and Holiday Gathering on 
Thursday, December 9. 
Included in the honors are three staff members who will receive 40-year 
awards, seven faculty and staff who will receive 35-year awards, seven 
faculty and staff who will receive 30-year awards, 15 faculty and staff 
who will receive 25-year awards, 22 faculty and staff who will receive 20-
year awards and 47 who will be presented with 10-year pins . The gather-
in~ will be held in the Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room, from 3-5 p.m. 
with t~e _award ceremony beginning at 3:30 p.m. To allow all employees 
to part1c1pate, campus offices may close at 3 p.m. 
40-year award recipients: 
• Faculty 
Carl Bajema, Professor of Biology 
Donald VanderJagt, Professor of Mathematics 
• Executive, Administrative and Professional 
John Scherff, Maintenance Supervisor 
35-year award recipients: 
• Faculty 
Ronald Dwelle, Associate Professor of Writino e, 
Kenneth Johnson, Associate Professor of Computing and Information 
Systems 
James Scott, Associate Professor of Movement Science 
Donald Williams, Professor of Sociology 
• Executive, Administrative and Professional 
Allen Wygant, Director of Security, Pew and Regional Campuses 
• Clerical, Office and Technical 
Pamela Tober, Academic Department Coordinator, Art and Design 
• Maintenance, Grounds and Service 
Gary Jaarsma, Heating, Ventilating, Air Conditioning Specialist 
30-year award recipients: 
• Faculty 
Stanton Lindquist, Professor of Accounting and Taxation 
Harvey Nikkel, Professor of Chemistry 
Mary O'Connor, Professor of Psychology 
John Shontz, Professor of Biology 
• Clerical, Office and Technical 
Doriana Gould, Academic Department Coordinator, Modem Languages 
and Literatures 
Sandra Longstreet, Administrative Assistant, Continuing Education Dean's 
Office 
• Maintenance, Grounds and Service 
Donald Drooger, General Maintenance Specialist 
25-year award recipients: 
• Faculty 
Johnine Callahan, Professor of Biomedical and Health Sciences 
Dennis Devlin, Professor of History 
James Grant, Professor of Education 
Deanna Morse, Professor of Communications 
Richard Veazey, Associate Professor of Accounting and Taxation 
• Executive, Administrative and Professional 
Robert Fletcher, Vice Provost and Dean of Academic Services 
Patricia Haynes, Assistant Dean, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Diana Pace, Associate Dean, Student Services 
• Clerical, Office and Technical 
Danny Abbott, Computer Operator II, Administrative Computing 
Jeffrey Carlson, Electronic Services Engineer, Telecommunications 
Joan Koetje, Administrative Assistant, School of Social Work 
Stephan Savasky, TV Engineer 
Bonnie Woodman, Course Reserve Coordinator, Library 
Cynthia Zehner, Academic Department Coordinator, Anthropology 
• Maintenance , Grounds and Service 
John Bettys , Hardware Specialist 
James Reardon, Custodian 
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20-year award recipients: 
• Faculty 
Gordon Alderink, Associate Professor of Health Professions 
Gayla Jewell , Assistant Professor of Nursing 
Benjamin Lockerd, Professor of English 
Marie McKendall, Professor of Management 
Alexander Nesterenko, Professor and Director of the School of 
Communications 
Donald Paszek, Associate Professor of Psychology 
James Persoon , Professor of English 
Patricia Rowe, Associate Professor of Movement Science 
• Executive, Administrative and Professional 
H. Bart Merkle, Vice Provost and Dean of Students 
Dewey Newsome, Swim Coach and Coordinator of Aquatics 
Virginia Randall, Associate Dean , Student Services 
• Clerical, Office and Technical 
Diane Breeman, Academic Department Coordinator, Computing and 
Information Systems 
Michele Golightly, Student Life Assistant 
Lisa Ham, Secretary, Counseling and Career Development Center 
Loma Holland, Student Employment Assistant 
Andrea Marks, Admissions Office Assistant 
Peggy Moore, Financial Aid Assistant 
Dan Seeley, Media Services Technician 
Susan Speck, Accounting Clerk 
Suellen Terry, Charter Schools Assistant 
Dorothea Thomas, Administrative Assistant, University-wide 
Interdisciplinary Initiatives Dean's Office 
Maurine VanHuis , Accounting Systems Assistant 
10-year award recipients: 
• Faculty 
Susan Allaben, Assistant Professor of Health Professions 
Kathleen Bailey, Associate Professor of Criminal Justice 
Deborah Bambini, Assistant Professor of Nursing 
Michael De Wilde, Assistant Professor of Philosophy 
Polly Diven, Associate Professor of Political Science 
Laurie Gasahl, Instructor of Geography and Planning 
Nancy Harper, Professor of Communications 
Robert Hendersen , Professor of Psychology 
Brian Johnson, Associate Professor of Criminal Justice 
Rita Kohrman , Associate Librarian 
Neil MacDonald , Associate Professor of Biology 
Barry Martin, Associate Professor of Music 
Anthony Nieuwkoop, Associate Professor of Biomedical and Health 
Sciences 
M. Gabriela Pozzi , Associate Professor of Modem Languages and 
Literatures 
Min Qi, Associate Professor of Chemistry 
Neal Rogness , Associate Professor of Statistics and Interim Associate 
Dean for Science and Mathematics 
Stephanie Schaertel, Associate Professor of Chemistry 
Mack Smith, Professor of English 
Peter Taylor, Assistant Professor of Communications 
Xiaojuan Xu, Associate Professor of Psychology 
• Executive, Administrative and Professional 
Pamela Achtyes , Controller 
Brian Cole, Associate Dean, Continuing Education 
David Feenstra, Assistant Maintenance Supervisor 
Jacqueline Hill , Director of Educational Support ProgramffRiO 
Gary Kesler, Special Events Coordinator, WGVU 
Phil Lane, Production Manager 
David Lehker, BSW Field Education Director, Social Work 
Mary Reimink, Systems Analyst 
Richard Rediske, Senior Research Scientist 
LeaAnn Tibbe, Special Events Coordinator, Student Life 
Brian Van Doeselaar, Assistant Controller 
Marjo VanHuelen, Billings and Loan Supervisor 
• Clerical, Office and Technical 
Marietta Ackley, Library Clerk 
Kelley Allen, Library Clerk 
Sandra Becker, Office Coordinator, Continuing Education 
Sandra Jennings, Administrative Assistant, Athletics 
continued on page 4 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Through Dec. 9 
Building Hours: Printmaking BFA Exhibition: 
The Holocene Extinction Event. Calder Art 
Center Atrium. Call xl2563 for more infor-
mation. 
Through Dec. 10 
Gallery Hours: Photography Senior Thesis 
Exhibition: Conversations of the Eye. Art 
Gallery, PAC. Call xl2564 for more 
information. 
Building Hours: BFA Graphic Design 
Exhibition: We Are What We Make. Calder 
Art Center Atrium. Call xl3486 for more 
information. 
Through Dec. 15 
12 noon- 5 p.m.: Senior BFA Exhibition: Let's 
Give Up. 56 Monroe Center, Grand Rapids . 
Call x 12564 for more information. 
Tues., Dec. 7 
9 a.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series 
Workshop: Thinking On Your Feet. 215 KC. 
Call xl2215 for more information. 
9 a.m.: Administrative Computing Systems 
upgrade informational forum presented by 
Sue Korzinek. Loosemore Audiorium, DEV. 
3 p.m.: Retirement reception honoring John 
Gracki. Thornapple River Room, KC . 
Wed., Dec. 8 
8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m .: Science Content Workshop: 
Building Confidence Through Content pre-
sented by the Regional Math and Science 
Center. 303 HRY. Call x 12267 for more 
information. 
12 noon: Allendale Toastmasters. KC. Call 
xl2204 for more information. 
12 noon: Autumn Health Forum: Community 
Health Improvement: A Call to Action pre-
sented by Kent Bottles. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Call xl7180 for more 
information. 
Thurs., Dec. 9 
12 noon: Women's Center sponsors Mommy 
Lunches. 161 KC. Call x12748 for more 
information . 
5-7 p.m.: BFAArt Exhibition Reception . Calder 
Art Center Atrium. Call x13486 for more 
information . 
5-7 p.m.: Photography Senior Thesis Exhibition 
Reception. 1121 PAC. Call xl2563 for more 
information. 
6-9 p.m .: BFA Art Exhibition Reception. 56 
Monroe Center, Grand Rapids. Call xl2564 
for more information . 
7 p.m.: College of Education Convocation. 
Amway Grand Plaza, Grand Rapids. 
Fri., Dec. 10 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 
University Club Room , DEV. Call xl2204 for 
more information. 
VENTS 
9 a.m.: Continuing Education Workshop: 
Developing Integrated and Effective Sales 
Literature presented by Diane Phelps. l l 7E 
DEV. Call xl 7180 for more information. 
7:30 p.m.: Theatre Presentation: North of 
Providence and Am I Blue. LAT, PAC. Call 
xl2300 for ticket information. 
Sat., Dec. 11 
10 a.m.: Commencement for the Class of 2004. 
VanAndel Arena, Grand Rapids. 
7:30 p.m .: Theatre Presentation: North of the 
Providence and Am I Blue. LAT, PAC. Call 
xl2300 for ticket information . 
Sun., Dec. 12 
2 p.m .: Theatre Presentation: North of the 
Providence and Am I Blue. LAT, PAC. Call 
xl2300 for ticket information. 
Mon., Dec. 13 
3 p.m.: AWRI seminar, Nitrogen uptake and 
cycling in streams: What we ' ve learned from 
whole-stream 15N addition experiments pre-
sented by Dr. Patrick Mulholland. Lake 
Michigan Center, Muskegon. Call x13749 for 
more information . 
Sports 
Fri., Dec. 10 
5 p .m.: Swimming hosts Hope College 
---------------------------------------------------------
AWRI Receives Federal Funding 
U.S. Rep. Pete Hoekstra, 
R-Holland, is flanked by Annis 
Water Resources Institute 
Director Alan Steinman and 
Vice President for University 
Relations Matt Mclagan 
following a November 30 
news conference. Hoekstra 
helped Grand Valley secure 
$500,000 in federal funds to 
improve educational and 
research opportunities at the 
Annis Water Resources 
Institute. The institute will 
receive $250,000 for educa-
tion and outreach activities 
and $250,000 for the 
improvement of on-site 
research facilities as part of 
the 2005 federal appropria-
tions package 
Across Campus 
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Laurel Martinie, Academic Department 
Coordinator, Mathematics 
Lisa Morrissey, Laboratory Assistant, 
Anthropology 
Lisa Surman-Haight, Executive Secretary, 
Provost's Office 
Carol Talsma, Bookstore Assistant 
Sally Vissers , Academic Department 
Coordinator, Political Science 
Bonnie Wiekierak, Academic Department 
Coordinator, Marketing 
• Maintenance, Grounds and Service 
Theresa Gooden, Custodian 
Gordon Lesinski , Service Staff 
Rosemaria Lintjer, Custodian 
Michael Malloy, Boiler Engineer 
Phillip Pyrett , Custodian 
• •• 
